BYLAWS
OF
THE AMERI CAN LEG ON,
DEPARTMENT OF VIRG NI A, | NC.

ARTI CLE 1I.
DEPARTMENT EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

Section 1. Al questions affecting the election, eligibility
and conduct of Departnment O ficers shall be referred to and
determ ned by the Departnent Executive Commttee.

DUTI ES

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the Departnent Executive
Commi ttee to pass upon all matters relating to the
admnistration of the organization; including regulations

affecting the enploynment and discharge of paid Departnent
enpl oyees wth the approval of the Departnent Fi nance
Commttee the establishnent and operation of a retirenent
plan for the enployees of the Departnent with the cost of
that part to be paid by Departnent being included in the
budget of each Departnent Convention, after adoption of a
retirement plan. It shall further be the duty of the
Department Executive Commttee to authorize or approve al
expenditures conformng to the budget adopt ed by the
precedi ng Departnent Convention; to review, pass upon, accept
or reject all audits or reports of business and accounts of
the Departnent Treasurer, and said Conmttee may at any tine
during its termof office, call upon the said Treasurer for a
report of accounts or Dbusiness transactions by himin the
execution of his office.

GENERAL POLI CY MATTERS

Section 3. Al mtters of policy relating to the Departnent
and not otherwi se covered by these Bylaws shall be referred
to the Departnment Executive Conmittee for determ nation

RECORDI NGS

Section 4. As soon as practicable after each neeting of the
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Executive Conmittee, it shall cause a synopsis of its
proceedings to be sent to each nenber of the Departnent
Executive Committee.

DI STRI CT COWANDER S DUTI ES

Section 5. The District Commander in each of the Districts
in this Departnent shall have charge of, and supervision over,
the Posts in his respective District. Each District
Commander or his designated representative, shall visit each
of the Posts in his District at |east once during his term of
office. He shall mke a quarterly report of such visits to
t he Departnent Commander showi ng the condition of the Posts
in his District. Forms for such report shall be furnished by
the Departnment Headquarters. The District Comrander shall
al so cause a witten notice to be sent to the Conmander or
Adjutant of each Post in his District at least thirty (30)
days prior to the date fixed for the District Convention.

VWHO ACTS FOR COMVANDER

Section 6. In case of absence or inability of any District Commander to
act, a District Vice Commander designated by the District Comander
fromhis District shall act in his place. The D strict Comrander nay

al so desi gnat e a District Vi ce- Commander from his District to
represent himat the Departnment Executive Commttee Meeting wth
authority to exercise his vote. No person other than such duly
authorized Vice Commander nay represent the District Comrander nor
recei ve expenses therefore.

COMVANDER VACANCY

Section 7. Upon the death, resignation or inability or refusal to act
by a District Conmander, the District Adjutant shall certify to the
Departnment within thirty (30) days after the vacancy occurs, the nane of
t he new Commander who has been elected to conplete the unexpired term




Should the said District Adjutant fail to act within the 30 days, the
Department Executive Conmittee or its designee wll coordinate the
activities of the District until the District certifies the nane of a
duly el ected Commander or until the next succeeding D strict Convention,
whi chever event shall first occur.

ARTICLE I1.
DEPARTMENT STANDI NG COW TTEES

COMVANDER VACANCY

Section 1. There shal | be the follow ng Departnent
Standing Commttees and Sub-Conmittees which shal | have
the primary responsibility for the prograns and activities of
the Departnent of Virginia as nanmes woul d indicate:

Departnent Anerican Legi on Boys State Commttee

Departnent Anericanism Commttee

Sub- Commi tt ees: Department Boy Scout Sub Committee
Depart ment Sons of The American Legi on Sub- Conmittee
Departnment Adult Literacy Sub-Commttee
Depart ment Juni or Shooting Sports Sub-Committee
Depart nent Cerenonial s Sub-Conmittee
Department Athletic Commttee

Sub- Commi tt ees: Depart ment Basebal | Sub- Conmittee
Depart ment Bow i ng Sub- Committee
Departnent Gol f Sub-Commi ttee
Depart ment Softball Sub-Conmittee

Depart ment Awards and Recognition Committee
Departnent Children and Youth Committee

Departnent Convention and Conference Conm ttee

Department Finance Committee

Department Foreign Rel ations Conmittee
Sub-Comm ttee: POWN M A Sub-Conmmittee

Departnent Internal Affairs Commttee
Sub- Commi t t ee: Ameri can Legi on Col |l ege Sub-Conmittee

Department Legislative Committee



Depart ment Menbership Conmittee

Department National Security Conmmittee
Sub- Conmi tt ees: Law and Order Sub-Commttee
Juni or Law Cadet Sub-Committee

Depart ment New Post and DM Committee

Department Oratorical Conmittee

Departnent Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Sub-Committee
Sub- Commi tt ees: Enpl oynment Sub- Conmittee
Vet erans Adm ni stration Vol unt eer
Service Sub-Conmittee

COWM TTEE REPORTS

Section 2: Standing Commttees shall file with the Departnent

Adjutant, following each neeting, a report with nanes of

menbers present or absent, wth a summary of all actions

taken during the neeting. Sub-Conmittees shall file with their
parent Conmttees a simlar report of their neetings.

SPECI AL COW TTEES

Section 3: The Departnent |Internal Affairs Comittee may
create such special Coormittees as nmay be deened appropriate
with the nenbers appointed thereto subject to the approval of
t he Departnent Commander and financial support therefore.

Section 4: Standing Committees and Sub-Conmittees shal |
consi st of such nenbers as the Departnent Internal Affairs
Commttee may fromtinme to tinme determi ne as necessary for
carrying out of the responsibilities of the commttees. All
appointnments shall be nade by the Departnment Executive
Comm ttee upon the nom nation of the Departnment Commander.

Section 5. Wthin forty-five (45) days follow ng the Annual
Department Convention the Departnent Adjutant shall notify
all nmenbers of their appoi ntnments to Departnent Standing
Comm ttees or Sub-Committees.




ARTICLE 111
DUTI ES OF OFFI CERS

Conmmander

Section 1. The Departnent Commander shall be the executive head of
the Departnent wth full power to enforce the provisions of this
Constitution and Bylaws and the will of the Departnent Convention. He

shall be Chairman of the Departnment Executive Committee and of
the Departnment Convention, shall nane such conmttees as he may deem
advi sabl e and necessary for <carrying out the business of the

Departnment, subject to ratification by the Departnent Executive
Conmttee, and perform such other duties as are usually incident to
the office. The Departnment Commander shall visit various sections of
the State by Districts, and shall visit each District at |east once
during his termof office.

VI CE COMVANDER

Section 2. Each Depart nent Vice Commander shall act as the
representative of the Departnment Commander in connection with the Posts
and territory assigned to himand shall exercise special supervision over
such territory, and shall visit each District at |least twice during his
term of office. Subject to the approval of the Departnent Finance
Commi ttee reasonabl e provision shall be nade, consistent with financial
conditions of the Departnent, toward defraying the necessary traveling
expenses incurred by the Departnment Vice Commanders in execution
of their duties as aforesaid.

ADJUTANT SALARY

Section 3. The Departnent Adjutant shall conduct the correspondence
and keep the files and records of the Departnent including the
nanes and addresses of Posts and of their officers and nenbers;
shall give notice of all Departnment Conventions and of all neetings
of the Departnment Executive Conmttee; shall be the Secretary of the
Executive Commttee and of the Departnent Conventions; shall receive
all nonies due the Departnment fromany source whatever and shal

deposit sane in a depository approved by the Departnent Finance
Conmttee; shall execute all vouchers for disbursenment of all



Departnent funds; and shall perform such other duties as are usually
incident to the office and as the Departnent Commander rmay direct.
He shall receive such salary as shall be determned by the
Departnent Executive Commttee, provided the salary proposed
is approved by an affirmative vote of at I|east five nenbers of
t he Departnent Finance Commttee. He shall also be authorized,
in the event of the death or resignation of the Departnent
Commander, to summon the Executive Commttee for the election of a
successor.

TREASURER

Section 4: The Departnent Treasurer shall be custodian of all assets
of the Departnment. The Treasurer, the Departnment Adjutant and such
ot her persons as are officially designated shall be authorized as
signatories for the issuance of checks. The person(s) designated
to prepare the checks and/or reconcile the cash accounts shall not
be an authorized signatory. The Treasurer shall oversee conpliance
with prudent internal control and procedures established by the
Depart ment . The Treasurer shall make a report concerning the
financial condition of the Departnent at each neetin? of the
Departnent Executive Commttee. The Treasurer shall perform such
other duties as are usually incident to the office.



JUDGE ADVOCATE

Section 5. The Departnent Judge Advocate shall advise Depart-
ment Officers and the Departnent Executive Committee on al
legal matters including the construction and interpretation of
the National and Departnment Constitution and Byl aws, shall serve
as the Departnent Parlianmentarian and shall perform such other
duties as are usually incident to the office.

HI STORI AN

Section 6. The Departnment Historian shall <collect fromyear to
year all records of data of value and interest for the
Department Headquarters and shall conpile during his term of

office a conplete history of the year's activities. He shall also
assist the Post Historians so as to coordinate and unify the work
of these officials, and shall have such other duties as the
Department Executive Conmittee may prescribe.

SERVI CE OFFI CER

Section 7. The Departnent Service Oficer shall coordinate the
activities of the Post Service Oficer; shall dissemnate to the
Post Service Oficers such information and instruction as may be
hel pful in dealing with the affairs of disabled veterans, clains of
ex-servi cenen against the United States Governnent, and such ot her
matters as nmay be referred to himby the Executive Conmttee.

CHAPLAI N

Section 8. The Departnent Chaplain shall performsuch duties as are
usual and consistent with the office.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS
Section 9. The Departnent Sergeant-at-Arns shall perform such duties as

are wusually prescribed for such an officer and in particular, pl ay
a key role in the logistics of conferences and conventi ons.

Section 10. No Departnent, District or Post Oficer shall hold




office in any other veterans' organization during such person's
term except those two veterans' organi zations known as Twenty and
Four and La Societe des 40 Hormmes et 8 Chevaux."

ARTI CLE I V.
DI SCI PLI NE

CHARGES

Section 1. Menbers may be suspended or expelled fromthe Legion
only upon a proper showi ng of cause. Charges shall be based upon
di sl oyalty, neglect of duty, dishonesty and conduct unbeconming a
menber of The American Legion. Charges agai nst any nenber shall be
made wunder oath and in witing. Said charges shall specify with
reasonabl e particularity the act or failure to act constituting the
of fense conpl ai ned of, together with a definite statenment as to the
time and place of said act or failure to act. No nenber in good
standing shall lose his nenbership until given a fair trial as set
forth in this ARTICLE

| NVESTI GATI ON

Section 2. Charges against any nenber shall be presented to the
Commander of the Post to which the nenber belongs, or in whose
jurisdiction he may reside, if a sojourning nenber. The Post Conmander
shall then, w thout meking the nature of the charge or the nanme of any
of the parties thereto knowmn to the Post, submt the sane to a commttee
of three nenbers of the Post, to be by hi mappointed, Investigation who
shall investigate the matter and endeavor to reconcile the parties making
the charges and the accused if the matter be nerely personal and should
they fail to effect an am cable arrangenent, or the charge be of such
nat ur e as to require the action of the Post, they shall report
accordingly. If the Post Comrander be charged, then the Vi ce- Cormmander
shal | appoint the Investigation Commttee.

SERVI CE ON ACCUSED

Section 3. When the commttee has reported that a trial is necessary,
t he Post Adjutant shall serve upon the accused a copy of the charges,
the nane of the witnesses relied upon to prove the same and summons him
to appear and answer the charges in witing, within ten (10) days
fromthe time the sane have been served upon him and to furnish the
names and resi dences of such witnesses as he may wish to examne in his



def ense. The Adjutant shall endorse upon said sumobns the tine and manner
of servi ce.

Section 4. After the expiration of ten days, whether the accused has
answered or not, the Post shall fix a tinme for trial, and sumon all
menbers of the Post then living in its jurisdiction, the party accused,
and all the w tnesses, who are nenbers of The Anerican Legion, to appear
at the tine appointed and should there be w tnesses who cannot attend
the neeting, the Post Commander shall appoint a conmttee of three
menbers to take the testinony of such witness. This conmttee shall give
due notice to the accused of the time and place of taking such
testinmony, shall reduce sane to witing and cause it to be sworn to by
the party giving it.

JUDGE ADVOCATE PRESI DES

Section 5. The Post Judge Advocate shall preside at the trial

He shall have power and authority to pass upon the materiality and
rel evancy of all the evidence presented and shall have general power
to prescribe the necessary and reasonable rules and regul ati ons for

the orderly procedure of said trial. 1In the event of death, renoval
vacancy or resignation of the Post Judge Advocate, it shall be the duty
of the Departnent Conmander, when duly notified by the Post Adjutant, to
appoi nt a special Judge Advocate, who shall have the powers and authority
of a duly elected Judge Advocate.

CONDUCT OF TRI AL

Section 6. On the day fixed for the trial the Post shall first
determne by a majority vote of the nenbers present, whether the severa
votes shall be taken viva voce or by ballot, after which the trial shal
comence, and after the charges shall have been read and all the
testimony heard of the wi tnesses naned and of such others as nay have
been di scovered, the accused shall be allowed to speak in his defense,
or avail hinself of the assistance of sonme nenber to speak for him He
shall then retire and the Post shall proceed at once, and wi t hout debate,
to vote on the guilt or innocence of the accused, taking a separate
vote on each specific charge.

PENALTY



Section 7. If the accused be found guilty, the vote shall then be taken
in the followi ng order on the different degrees of punishment:

First: Expul si on
Second: | ndefinite suspension
Thi rd: Suspension for fixed period of time, taking the vote

first on the | ongest period proposed.

VOTE NEEDED TO CONVI CT

An absolute nmajority of all votes cast shall be necessary to convict
three-fourths to expel; and two-thirds to suspend; and in no case
shall a nenber be allowed to vote who was not present at the
commencenent, and during the whole progress of the trial.

REPRI MAND

Shoul d the nenber, found guilty, not be suspended, he wll stand
sentence, wthout any further vote to reprinmand in open neeting,

provided the reprimand not be given until the delay for an appeal has
been passed, unless the nmenber waives his right to appeal; and if an
appeal be taken, not wuntil the sentence shall have been affirned

by the Departnment Executive Commttee.

If the vote be ordered viva voce in order to determne the guilt or

i nnocence of the accused, the question, "lIs the accused guilty or not
guilty?" shall be distinctly put by the presiding officer to each
menber of the Post, by nane, in al phabetical order. The Adj ut ant
shall record the answer given. The sanme node wll also be adopted

in determning the degree of punishment.

ABSENT ACCUSED

Section 8. \Wenever the accused cannot be found, or fails to answer
or appear, the Post Commander shall appoint sonme nenber to appear for

him with whom all the proceedings shall be adversely conducted; but
shoul d any nmenber be convicted during his absence and wthout having
been notified of the charges preferred against him he shall, on his

return and demanding it, have a new trial granted him
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APPEAL

Section 9. Wien any nenber shall have been convicted and sentenced he

shall, on giving notice in witing, if within thirty (30) days after
receiving notice of his sent ence, be allowed an appeal to the
Department  Executive Commttee, and shall inmediately forward to the
Department Adjutant the grounds upon which he relies for a reversal of
the verdict and sentence of the Post; whereupon, the Post Comrander
within thirty (30) days after the reception of such notice, shal
cause to be nmde wup and forwarded to the Departnment Adjutant a
conplete transcript of all the proceedings, docunents and testinony in
the case and such testinmony as shall not have been reduced to
witing shall be taken by a commttee of the Post in the sane
manner as is provided in Section 4 of this ARTICLE Shoul d the
Departnent Adjutant find the transcript inconplete he shall, under the
instructions of the Departnment Commander, order the Post forth-with to
conplete the transcript in case the Post should neglect to send up the
transcript in the first instance within the tine required, or should
refuse or neglect to conplete the transcript in thirty (30) days after
notice to that effect, the Post Conmmander shall be held guilty of
contenpt, and be punished accordingly; and any nenber taking an
appeal froma sentence against him failing to forward to the Depart nent
Adjutant his reasons for a reversal shall have his appeal di sm ssed.
Should any of the grounds for a reversal be that the trial was not
conducted in conformty with the Byl aws, the papers shall be
referred at once to the Departnent Judge Advocate, who shall proceed
to examne the case, and if he finds that the proceedi ngs have been
irregular, he shall report the sanme to the Departnent Commander, who
shall remand the case to the Post for a newtrial in conformty with the
Byl aws, the Department Adjutant furnishing the Post with a copy of the
report made by the Departnent Judge Advocate. The nenber injured, or
any menber of the Post may appeal therefrom to the Depar t nent
Convention, and the appeal shall proceed and take the sanme course,
so far as may be, as is provided for in the case of an appeal by the
menber who has been convicted. Appeal pursuant to this Section nmay be
perfected by the accused only and not by his surrogate.

REVERSAL BY EXECUTI VE COW TTEE
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Section 10. If a sentence of expulsion or suspension be reversed and
annul l ed by the Departnent Executive Committee, it shall restore the
party to nenbership in the Post. A nenber who has been expelled and
sentence affirmed, cannot be restored to nenbership except by a
Departnent Executive Conmittee and on the recommendati on of the Post
whi ch expelled himby the vote required for the expul sion; provided that
an application for reinstatenent, in cases other than suspension for non-
paynment of dues, shall be read at a stated neeting, due notice having
been given in witing to nenbers of the Post of intended action.

Section 11. No Post shall give any other notice of the expul sion or
suspensi on of a menber than to the Departnent Adjutant, which it shal
do immediately, and the Department Adjutant shall notify National
Headquarters and take such other action as the Departnment Executive
Comm ttee may direct.

“CLUB" SUSPENSI ON |I'S NOTI' LEG ON SUSPENS| ON

Section 12. Suspension or expulsion from privileges of a Post club or
ot her non-Legion activity for disciplinary reasons does not constitute
suspensi on or expulsion from the Anerican Legion, and the nenber so
suspended or expelled does not |ose any of the rights or privileges that
acconpany nenbership in the Anerican Legion, including the right to
access to the Legion premses to attend neetings or participate in
American Legion activities, to be a candidate for or serve as an officer
of the Post (other than a position that pertains exclusively to a non-
Legion activity) and to serve on or chair a commttee of the Post
(other than a non-Legion commttee). Nothing herein shall preclude the
of fense resulting in the suspension or expul sion fromnon-Legion activity
fromserving as a basis for a trial and puni shment under this ARTICLE for
an of fense under Section 1 hereof.

ARTI CLE V.
FI NANCE
BOND
Section 1. The Depar t ment Tr easurer, Assi stant Depart nent
Treasurer, Departnent Adjutant, and all Departnent enpl oyees

shall be bonded for anobunts determ ned by the Departnent Fi nance
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Commttee with an insurer approved by the Departnent Finance Commttee.

Section 2. Post Adjutants and Post Finance O ficers shall be bonded
under regul ations determ ned by the Departnent Executive Comm ttee.

FI NANCE COW TTEE MAKE- UP

Section 3. The Departnment Finance Committee shall consist of six (6)
menbers in addition to the Department Treasurer and the Departnent
Commander. Foll owi ng the 1955 Departnment Convention, the six (6)
appoi ntive nenbers shall be as follows: One nenber presently on the
Comm ttee who shall serve out his unexpired term of tw years, one
menber to be appointed for a term of one year, another nenber for a
termof two years and two nenbers for a term of three years; there-
af ter each succeedi ng appoi ntee shall serve for the full termof three
years or until renpoved by a najority vote of the Executive Commttee.
The Departnent Conmander and the Departnment Treasurer Commttee shal
be ex-officio nenbers of said Commttee with all rights and privil eges
including the right to vote. A quorumof said Commttee for the trans-
action of business shall consist of not |ess than five out of the eight
menbers. The Departnment Adjutant shall be ex-officio secretary of the
Conmittee w thout vote.

BUDCGET & AUDI T

The Conmmittee shall be charged with the preparation of the yearly
budget and the handling of funds under that budget, and such ot her
duties as shall be prescribed by the Departnment Executive Conmittee,
and shall have the books of the Departnent audited annually by a
certified accountant.

APPQO NTMENTS

Al'l appointnments to the Finance Conmttee shall be nmade by the Depart-
ment Commander subject to approval and confirmation by the Departnent
Executive Commttee by a bote of not | ess than two-thirds of the total
menber shi p t hereof.
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SURPLUS FUNDS

Section 4. The excess of revenues over expenditures for a fiscal may be
expended during the next succeeding year provided such expenditure has
been approved by the Departnment Convention in its regular budgetari al
manner. After adoption of the budget by the Convention, any surplus
funds not budgeted for the follow ng year shall becone Restricted Funds.
Expendi ture of such Restricted Funds shall be permtted only by approval
in the normal budgetary process. Restricted Funds mnay be invested in
securities of the United States Governnent or agencies thereof, or in
such other investnents recommended by the Investnent Advisory Commttee
and approved by the Departnent Finance Commttee.

NON- BUDGETED EXPENDI TURES

Section 5. Al requests for expenditures of Departnent funds not
budgeted for the purpose requested shall, before referral to the
Department Executive Commttee or the Convention for approval, be

referred to the Departnent Finance Commttee, which shall render an
advisory opinion as the availability of funds, the inpact on the
Departnent of the expenditure and the non-binding recomendati on of the
Finance Commttee as the advisability of the proposed expenditure. Any
requests for the expenditure of funds nmade directly to the Departnent
Executive Conmttee or to the Departnment Convention shall be referred by
those bodies to the Departnment Finance Conmttee for study and
recomrendat i on.

PONER OF COVPTROLLER

Section 6. The Power of Conptroller shall be vested wth the
Department Finance Commttee with the authority to transfer funds from
time to time within the budget, and with the right to reduce the budget
if, at any tinme during the fiscal year the inconme receipts fall short of
estimated incone. Upon recommendation of the Departnent Finance
Commttee with the approval of the Departnment Executive Commttee, the

budget may be increased during the fiscal year, should the anticipated
i ncome warrant such increase.

CALLS

Section 7. The Departnment Commander is authorized and enpowered to
approve the calling of any Departnment Standing Conmttee or Special
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Committee

not otherw se specifically provided for in the current budget

bef ore such Commttee can be convened and expenses for such neeting paid
out of Departnent funds.

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

ARTI CLE VI
FUND RAI SI NG

Posts or Districts will not be restricted from conducting
general fund raising activities, without the prior approval of
the Departnent, provided the activity is allowed by applicable
State and Federal |aws and regulations and is conducted in ful
conpliance with all governing State and/or Federal |aws and
regul ati ons.

|f, however, a Post or D strict wshes to conduct a
specific fund raising activity which utilizes bulk mail,
tel emarketing, nedia broadcast, or other random neans to
communi cate with, and solicit funds fromthe general public,
sanction and approval of the Departnent nust be requested and
recei ved before comencenent of the said activity.

In order to receive Departnent sanction and approval, the
Post or District nust provide docunentation, in witing to the
Department Adjutant no later than 45 days prior to the
begi nni ng of such activity, indicating the follow ng,

a. Nane, address and phone nunber of each designated point
of contact wthin each involved party. This nust
include, but is not limted to, the applicable Post or
District Commander and activity Chai r man or
representative, and fund raising contractor or pronoter
representative if applicable.

b. The type of activity (bulk mil, telemarketing nedia
broadcast, etc.).

C. An explanation of the purpose of the activity. For
exanple, raise funds for a specifically identified
American Legion program such as baseball, boys state

children and youth, or comunity activity such as
honmel ess shelter, holiday food drive, hunters for the
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Secti on 4.

Secti on 5.

Section 6.

hungry, etc.

d. An explanation of the geographical area and target
popul ation of the activity, as well as the tinme frame of
the activity.

e. Det ai | ed expl anation of the anticipated product or result
and expenses versus incone breakdown.

f. Copies of all applicable Federal, State, County and Cty
licenses, certificates, permts, registrations, etc.

g. Copies of all inplenments of solicitation and adverti senent
such as letters, flyers, video tapes, presentation
scripts, etc. Wen applicable, all such inplenents MJST
identify the responsible Post or District by nane and/or

nunber. | npl enents sinply identifyving the activity as
being conducted by, or on behalf of "The Anerican
Legion", will not be approved.

Department sanction and approval wll be given, in

witing, by the Departnent Adjutant after contacting the State
of Virginia D vision of Consuner Affairs, to verify that al
applicable fees have been paid and, if applicable, that no
conplaints have been received against the contractor or
pronoter. As necessary, the Departnment Adjutant will seek the
advice and counsel of the Departnent Judge Advocate and
Departnment Internal Affairs Conmttee, before granting the
sanction and approval for the Departnent.

Each Post or District is responsible for nmonitoring its
own fund raising activities to ensure they are conducted
totally within the governing policy of the Departnent. Anyone
learning of fund raising practices not approved by the
Departnent, or potentially enbarrassing to The Anmerican Legi on,
shoul d see that sane is nmade known to the Departnent Adjutant.

The Departnent Adjutant shall address such information and
conplaints, in concert with the Departnent Judge Advocate.
Departnent Internal Affairs Commttee and the Division of
Consuner Affairs, as applicable.

Should further policy guidelines or definition be

requi red, they should be devel oped by the Departnent Judge
Advocate, in concert wth the Departnent Adjutant and
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Departnment Internal Affairs Commttee.

ARTI CLE VI I
AMENDMENTS

Section 1. These Byl aws may be anmended at any Departnent Convention
by a of two-thirds of the total representatives thereat; provided that
notice of the proposed anendnent shall have been sent out to all Post
Commanders at least thirty (30) days prior to the convening of the
Departnent Convention; or have been published in the Virginia Legionnaire
at least ten (10) days prior thereto.

Section 2. Any anmendnent to these Bylaws shall becone effective
i medi ately upon the final adjournnent of the annual Departnent
Convention at whi ch adopted, unless otherw se provided.

NOTE

The descriptive phrases which appear in the mnmargin of the
revised Constitution and By-Laws are for indexing purposes

only and are not intended to be a part of or an official
interpretation of the provisions to which they refer.

References to the masculine gender are for convenience and

shall be taken to include persons of both genders unless
specifically stated otherw se.

Anmendnents to the Constitution and Byl aws

The 70th Annual Departnment Convention, held in R chnond, Virginia, July 14-17, 1988,
after the required notice to all Virginia Posts within the required tinme frame, adopted

inits entirety conpletely new Bylaws to replace the last published Byl ans of 1986
Sai d Byl aws are as set forth above.

The 72nd Annual Departnent Convention, held in Richmond, Virginia July 14-17, 1988
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after the required notice to all Virginia Posts within the required tinme frane, added
wording to Article 111, Section 12 as foll ows:

"except those two veterans' organizations known as Twenty and Four and La Societe
des 40 Homres et 8 Chevaux."

The 74th Annual Departnment Convention, held in R chnond, Virginia, July 17-19, 1992,
after the required notice to all Virginia Posts within the required tinme frame, changed
ARTICLE X to read as presently set forth; Deleted ARTICLE XlI, Section 1, and renunbered
old Section 2 as Section 1.

The 75th Annual Department Convention, held in R chnond, Virginia, July 15-18, 1993,
after the required notice to all Virginia Posts within the required tine franme, changed
ARTICLE Il, ARTICLE |1l and ARTICLE IV to read as presently set forth; added Section
7 to ARTICLE I.

For admi nistrative clarification, ARTICLE IV, Section 12 has been added.

The 77th Annual Departnment Convention, held in R chnond, Virginia, July 13-16, 1995,
after the required notice to all Virginia Posts within the required tinme frane,
redesi gnate Article VI (Anendnents) to Article VII with Section 1 and 2 of and added
a new ARTICLE VI (Fund Rai sing).

The 81" Annual Department Convention, held in Richnond, Virginia, July 15-18, 1999,
after the required notice to all Virginia Posts within the required tinme frane, added
Section 5 to Article V (Finance) and renunbered Sections 5 and 6 to 6 and 7.

The 82™ Annual Departnent Convention, held in Roanoke, Virginia, July 6-9, 2000, after
the required notice to all Virginia Posts within the required tinme frane, anended
Article I X, Section 1 and Article I X, Section 5 of the Constitution to state that the
m ni mum requi rement has changed from25 to 15 nenbers to charter and mai ntain a Post.

The 83" Annual Departnent Convention, held in Richnond, Virginia, July 12-15, 2001,
after the required notice to all Virginia Posts within the required tinme frame, amended
Article 111, Section 4 of the Departnent By-Laws designating the signatories for the
i ssuance of checks. The Person(s) designated to prepare the checks and/or reconcile
t he cash accounts shall not be an authorized signatory.
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