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CONSTI TUTI ON
OF
THE AMERI CAN LEG ON,
DEPARTMENT OF VIRG NI A, | NC.

PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the
foll ow ng purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the
United States of America; to maintain |law and order; to foster and
perpetuate a one hundred per cent Anericanism to preserve the
menories and incidents of our associations in the Geat Wars; to
i ncul cate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state
and nation; to conmbat the autocracy of both the classes and the
masses; to make right the master of mght; to pronote peace and
good will on earth; to safeguard and transmt to posterity the
principles of justice, freedom and denocracy; to consecrate and
sanctify our conradeship by our devotion to nutual hel pful ness.

ARTI CLE 1|.
NANME

Section 1. The nanme of this organization shall be
THE AMERI CAN LEG ON, DEPARTMENT OF VI RG NI A, | NCORPCORATED.

Section 2. The Departnent Headquarters of The Anmerican
Legion, Departnent of Virginia, Incorporated, shall be
| ocated at the Headquarters Building, 1805 Chantilly
Street, in the Gty of R chnond, Virginia.

ARTICLE 1.
NATURE

NO M LI TARY RANK I N AMERI CAN LEGQ ON

Section 1. The Anmerican Legion, Departnent of Virginia,

is a civilian organization; nenbership therein does not

affect nor increase Iliability for mlitary or police
service. Rank shall not exist in the Legion; no nenber

shall be addressed by his mlitary or naval title in any
convention or neeting of the Departnment or any Post there

of, unless he be at the time on duty with sone branch of the
mlitary service. This restriction (on use of mlitary title)



does not apply to courtesies extended outside the said Legion
meeti ngs, including correspondence or introductions.

AMERI CAN LEG ON |'S NON- POLI TI CAL

Section 2. The American Legion shall be absolutely non-
political and shall not be used for the dissem nation of
partisan principles nor for the pronoti on of the
candi dacy of any person seeking public of fice or
prefernent.

ARTICLE 111
ELIG BILITY

Section 1. EHigibility for nmenbership in the Department shall be
governed by the nenbership eligibility of the National
Constitution of The American Legion.

NO “ ASSOCI ATE" NMEMBERS

Section 2. There shall be no formor class of nenbership
except an active nenbership and dues shall be paid annually or
for life. There shall be no 'associate' or 'honorary' nenber-ships
nor any nenbershi ps by any other designation for anyone who does
not nmeet the eligibility requirenments of The American Legi on.

DUAL MEMBERSHI P FORBI DDEN

Section 3. No person nmay be a nenber at any tine of nore

t han one Post. Should it beconme apparent that such "dual
menber shi p" exi sts, the offending Legionnaire shall be notified

i medi ately and required to select the Post in which he wishes to
remain.

POST | S JUDGE OF QUALI FI CATI ONS
Section 4. Each Post shall be the judge of the qualification

of its menbers, provided such nenbers are eligible for menber-
ship in The Anmerican Legion, and each Post may set such ot her
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reasonabl e and | awful standards of qualification for nenbership
as it may determ ne

Section 5. No person, who has been expelled by a Post, shall be
admtted to nenbership in another Post, wthout the consent of the
expel | ing Post, except that where such consent has been asked for
and denied by such Post, he may then appeal to the Departnent
Executive Cormittee to be admtted to nmenbership in another Post,
and shall be ineligible for nmenbership until such permssion is
gr ant ed.

TRANSFERS

Section 6. Transfers of nenbership fromone Post to another in
this Departnment shall be upon application of the nmenbers to, and
acceptance by the other Post of said nenber. No dues shall be
transferred and a nenber transferring shall be entitled to voting
menber ship including the holding of office in the Post to which
he transfers. For purposes of cal cul ati ng nmenbershi p standi ngs,
a transferee shall be credited to the Post to which he has paid
dues only.

ARTI CLE I V.
DEPARTMENT CONVENTI ONS

TI ME

Section 1. The legislative body of the Departnment shall be
t he Departnent Convention to be held annually not |less than
two weeks before the National Convention. The tinme and place
of the annual convention shall be determ ned by the Departnent
Executive Cormmittee, which shall have the authority to change
such time and place for sufficient reasons to it appearing.

VOTES

Section 2. In the Departnent Convention, each Post shal

be entitled to two votes and to an additional vote for each
fifty nenbers whose annual dues have been received by the
Department Headquarters fifteen days prior to the opening of



sai d convention; but no Post shall be entitled to representa-
tion in the convention which shall not have so paid Departnent
and National dues for at Ileast twenty-five nenbers nor shal
any Post be entitled to representation therein which shal
not have paid to Departnment Headquarters prior to the conven-
tion all Departnment and National dues <collected by it during
the current or preceding year, or any other suns due by it to
t he Depart nent.

DELEGATES

Section 3. Each Post may elect one Del egate for each vote
that it is entitled to cast in the nanner agreed upon. The
Post shall elect as many Alternates as Del egates, and in the
event of the failure of a Delegate to attend the convention
or during the absence of a Delegate fromany roll call of the

convention, one of the Alternates present, who shall be
selected by the mpjority of the Delegates present fromhis
Post, shall act as a Delegate. The vote of any Del egate

absent fromthe Convention and not represented by an Alt-
ernate shall be cast by the nmmjority of Delegates present

fromhis Post provided that no one shall act as Delegate or
Al ternate of any Post unless he is a nenber in good stand-
ing of such Post. Alternates shall at all tines have the
privileges of the Delegates, except they shall not vote
unless acting as Delegates as herein prescribed. Upon a
vote by roll call, the voting shall be by Posts.

EX- OFFI Cl O DELEGATES

Section 4. Each voting nenber of the Departnent Executive
Conmittee, as set forth in ARTICLE V, Section 1 hereof, each
Past Departnment Comrander and each Past National Executive
Comm tteenman of this Departnent shall be an ex-officio Del egate
with vote to the annual Departnment Convention, provided that he
is a nenber in good standing of a Post in this Departnent, and
is present at the Departnment Convention, and provided further
that the vote of such ex-officio Delegate shall be added to
and cast wth the vote of his respective Post and; provided further
that no person shall cast nore than one ex-officio vote and that
the vote of an ex-officio Delegate shall not be bound nor
controlled by the vote of his respective Post. Said Executive
Commi tt eeman, Past Departnent Commander and Past National



Executive Committeeman need not be present on the floor of the
convention at the tinme his vote is cast so long as he is officially
registered at said convention. For purposes of voting at a
Depart ment Conventi on ex-officio menbers of the Departnent
Executive Cormittee are not ex-officio del egates.

CODE OF PROCEDURE

Section 5. The Departnent Executive Commttee shall provide
a uniform code of procedure for the orderly organization
and operation of Department Conventions with the continui ng power
of revision, and said code shall be applicable to al
Depar t ment Conventions, unless it i s anmended, suspended, or
replaced by a two-thirds vote of the total aut hori zed
representation at a Departnment Conventi on.

QUORUM

Section 6. A quorumshall exist at a Departnent Convention when 40
percent of the Posts of the Departnent are represented as
provi ded above.

PROCEDURAL RULES

Section 7. The rules of procedure of the Departnment Convention
shall be those set forth in Robert's Rules of Order and the Uniform
Code of Procedure for the Department Convention wth such

nmodi fication as may be adopted by the convention.

RESOLUTI ONS

Section 8  Before any resolution shall be permtted on the
fl oor of the Departnent Convention for action it shall first be
considered by the appropriate convention commttee and shal

bear the recomendation of such convention conmmttee for or
agai nst adoption, or for other action which the commttee may
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deem appropriate. Each convention comrt-tee shall consider al
resolutions referred to it for action and shall nmake a report of
its actions on the floor of the convention. Upon conpletion of the
work of the Resol utions Assignnment Conmttee, a list of
assignnents shall be posted at a prom nent place in the Departnent
Convention Headquarters for the information of Del egates who nmay
wi sh to follow such resol utions.

ARTI CLE V.
DEPARTMENT EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

VEMBERSHI P

Section 1. The admnistrative and executive power shal

be vested in the Departnment Executive Conmttee which shal
consist of the follow ng voting nenbers: the Departnent Com
mander, the District Commanders, the Departnent Vice Commanders,
the retiring Departnment Commander, the Departnent Chapl ain,
the Departnent Sergeant-at-Arns, and the National Executive
Conmi t t eeman.

Section 2. The Departnment Adjutant, Departnent Treasurer,
Department Service Oficer, Departnment H storian, Departnent
Judge Advocate and Departnment War Museum Director shall be
ex-officio nenbers of t he Departnent Executive Committee
W t hout vote. Ex-officio nenbership on the Departnent Execu-
tive Conmittee does not constitute ex-officio status at the
Depart nent Conventi on.

LI FE MEMBERS

Section 3. Al Past Departnent Commanders and such
honorary officers as may fromtinme to tinme be so designated by
a Departnment Convention, while in good standing as a nenber

of a Post in this Departnent, shall be nmenbers for |life of
t he Departnent Executive Commttee w thout vote.

EMERGENCY CONVENTI ON

Section 4. The Departnent Executive Commttee shall have power



and authority in the case of an energency to call a Departnent
Convention at a tinme and place designated by the said Executive
Comm ttee, provided that notice of at least thirty (30) days
prior thereto shall have been given to all Posts in the
Department and the reasons stated for the calling of such a
conventi on.

NUMBER OF MEETI NGS

Section 5. The Departnent Executive Conmttee shall neet within
twenty-four (24) hours after the final adjournnment of the
Department Convention and thereafter, at the <call of the
Depart nent Conmander or upon the witten request of four (4)
menbers of the Departnent Executive Committee. Provided, how
ever that regular neetings of the Depart ment Executive
Comm ttee, other than those required at the adjournment of
each Departnent Convention, shall be held at |east three tines
each cal endar year, exclusive of the Post-Convention neeting.

TELEPHONI C VOTE

Section 6. When in the judgenent of the Departnment Commander
failure to act on a matter requiring imediate Executi ve
Commttee action would be detrinental to the best interests
of the Departnent, the Departnent Conmander may, with the

concurrence of the Departnment Judge Advocate, order a tel ephonic or
witten survey of all Executive Commt-tee nenbers who can be
reached after a diligent effort. The result of such survey shal
have the full force and effect of a vote of the sitting Conmttee,
provided that at |east two-thirds of the Departnment Executive
Comm ttee shall have vot ed.

ARTI CLE VI.
DEPARTMENT OFFI CERS

VI CE COMWANDERS

Section 1. The Departnment Convention shall elect a Departnent
Commander and three (3) Departnment Vice-Commuanders. Al |



Depart ment Vi ce- Commander s shall have equal rank. Each
Departnent Vice Commander shall represent the Departnent Commander
and shall be elected at-large at the Departnent Convention in the
sane manner prescribed for the election of other officers. Each
Department Vice Commander shall be elected "at-large" at the
Departnent Convention provided, however, that one Departnent Vice
Conmander shall be a nmenber in good standing of a Post in District
1, 2, 3, 4, 11 or 12; one froma Post in District 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
or 10 and one from a Post in District 13, 14, 15, 16 or 17. In
the event nore than one candidate is nomnated from any of the
said groups or Districts, the candidate fromthat group receiving
the | argest nunber of votes of the Convention shall be el ected.
No person shall be eligible to succeed hinself as Departnent
Commander or as Departnent Vice Commander. The  Depart nent
Convention shall also elect a Departnent Sergeant-at-Arns and a
Department Chaplain, and every alternate year, beginning wth
t he Department Convention in 1947, shall elect a Nat i onal
Executive Conmtteeman and an Alternate National Executive
Conm tteeman. For any neeting of the National Executive Commttee
whi ch the Executive Commtteeman or the Alternate National
Executive Conm tteenman may be unable to attend, the Departnent
Commander is authorized, enpowered, and directed to appoint
hinself or another as the Alternate Conmtteenman for such neeting.

DI STRI CT CONVENTI ONS

Section 2. At least thirty (30) days, but no nore than sixty (60)
days, prior to the Departnment Convention, there shall be held
in each of the said D stricts, a District Convention, the tine
and place to be designated by the District Comuander. Each
District Convention shall elect a District Commander and two
District Vice Commanders and nmay el ect a District Conmander and two
District Vice Comanders and may elect not nore than two
additional Vice Commanders and such other officers as to the
District shall appear necessary, for a termof one year, beginning
i mredi ately upon final adjournnment of the ensuing Departnent
Convent i on. Posts in each District shall be entitled to
representation and vote, as provided in ARTICLE IV, Section 2, of
the Constitution, and the representation and vote shall be based
upon the pai d-up nenbership of each Post, which shall have been
received at the Departnent Headquarters ten (10) days prior
to the date of the D strict Convention. The  Depart nent
Adj ut ant shal | certify to the D strict Commander , t he
District Vice Commanders, Post Conmanders and Post Adjutants, at



| east five (5) days before said convention, the nmenbership in
respective Districts and Posts.

TERVG OF OFFI CE

Section 3. The term of office of such officers, except the
Nat i onal Executive Conmtteeman and the Alternate National
Executive Committeeman, shall conmmence immediately wupon the
final adjournment of the Departnent Convention by which they
are elected and shall term nate upon the final adjournnment of the
next succeedi ng Departnent Convention. The termof office

of the National Executive Comm tteeman and the Alternate Nation-

al Executive Commtteeman shall commence upon the final
adj ournnment of the National Convention next ensuing after his
election and shall term nate upon the adjournnment of the

second next succeedi ng National Convention. Vacancies shall be
filled by the Departnment Executive Commttee.

Section 4. The Departnent Adjutant, Treasurer, Service Oficer,
Hi storian, Judge Advocate and Departnent War Museum Director
shall be elected by the Departnent Executive Commttee upon
nom nation by the Departnent Commander, and shall be renoved
fromoffice only upon a tw-thirds vote of the nenbers of the
Executive Commttee present.

VACANCI ES

Section 5. Any vacancies occurring for any reason anong the
appoi nted Departnent officers shall be filled by the Departnent
Commander until a successor has been elected or appointed at a
regul ar or special neeting of the Departnent Executive Conmmttee.

ARTICLE VII.
BONDS
Section . Al officer of this Departnent, or any Post thereof,
entrusted wth funds shall be required to give bond with
corporate surety in accordance with the National Byl aws.
ARTICLE VI I 1.

ORGANI ZATI ON



MAKE UP OF 17 DI STRI CTS
C TY & COUNTRY

Section I. The Departnent shall be divided into the follow ng
Districts, and shall remain so constituted unless changed by the
action of a Departnent Convention, after forty-five (45) days
notice to all Posts prior to the opening of a Departnent
Convention of any proposed changes in the conposition of said
District:

The counties of Accomack and Northanpton shall constitute
the First District.

The cities of Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth and Virginia
Beach shall constitute the Second District.

The cities of Hanpton, Newport News, Poquoson and WIIians-
burg and the counties of Charles Cty, d oucester, Janmes Gty,
King and Queen, Mathews, King WIlliam New Kent and York
shall constitute the Third District.

The cities of Enporia, Franklin, Hopewell, Petersburg, and
and Suffolk and the counties of Dnwddie, Geensville, Isle
of Wght, Prince George, Southanpton, Surry and Sussex
shall constitute the Fourth District.

The city of South Boston and the counties of Brunsw ck,
Charlotte, Halifax, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nottoway, and
Prince Edward shall constitute the Fifth District.

The cities of Danville and Martinsville and the counties of
Fl oyd, Franklin, Henry, Patrick, and Pittsylvania shall
constitute the Sixth District.

The city of Galax and the counties of Bland, Carroll,
G les, Gayson, Pulaski, Snyth, and Wthe shall constitute the
Seventh District.

The cities of Bristol and Norton and the counties of
Buchanan, D ckenson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Tazewell, Wshi ngton
and Wse shall constitute the Eighth District.

The cities of Aifton Forge, Covington, Radford, Roanoke, and

Salem and the counties of Allegheny, Botetourt, Craig,
Mont gonery, and Roanoke shall constitute t he Ni nt h
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District.

The ~cities of Bedford and Lynchburg and the counties of
Amher st , Appomat t ox, Bucki ngham Canmpbel |, Cunber | and,
Nel son and Bedford shall constitute the Tenth District.

The cities of Colonial Heights and R chnond, and the
counties of Anelia, Chesterfield, Henrico, and Powhatan shal
constitute the El eventh District.

The city of Fredericksburg and the counties of Caroline
Essex, King George, Lancaster, M ddlesex, Northunberland,
Ri chnond, Spotsyl vania, and Wstnorel and shall constitute the
Twel fth District.

The city of Charlottesville and the counties of Al bemarle,
FI uvanna, Goochl and, Greene, Hanover, Louisa, Mudison and
Orange shall constitute the Thirteenth District.

The cities of Buena Vista Harri sonburg, Lexington,
Staunton and Waynesboro and the counties of Augusta, Bath,
H ghl and, Rocki ngham shall constitute the Fourteenth D strict.

The city of Wnchester, and the counties of d ark,
Frederick, Page, Shenandoah and Warren shall constitute
the Fifteenth District.

The <cities of Mnassas and Manassas Park and the counti es
of Cul peper, Fauquier, Loudoun, Prince WIIiam Rappahannock
and Stafford shall constitute the Sixteenth District.

The <cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church and
the counties of Arlington and Fairfax shall constitute
t he Seventeenth District.

ARTI CLE | X.
PCSTS

CHARTER

Section 1. The smallest admnistrative unit of The Anerican
Legi on of the Departnent shall be ternmed the "Post" which shal
have a minimumof fifteen (15) paid-up nenbers. No Post
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shall be received into this organization until it shall have
received a charter. Those desiring a charter shall file
application on forns furnished by Departnent Headquarters, which
application shall be forwarded to the Departnent Adjutant, and if
approved by the Departnent Executive Commttee or the
Depart nent Commander, shall be forwarded to National Head-
guarters. All  Post charters shall be countersigned by the
Depart ment Conmander and the Departnent Adjutant. |In the event
any Post in this Departnent has less than fifteen (15)
pai d-up nmenbers at Departnent Headquarters by May 1st of any
year, the charter of such delinquent Post shall be automatically-
suspended.

OFFI CERS

Section 2. The officers of the Post, except for the Post-at-
Large, shall be a Commander, one or nore Vice Conmanders,

Adj utant, Finance Oficer, Chaplain, Hi storian, Sergeant-at-
Arns, Service Oficer, and such other officers as may fromtine to
time be authorized.

Section 3. Al officers of the Post and Delegates and
Alternates to the Departnent Convention shall be certified to the
Departnment Adjutant prior to the Departnent Convent i on;

certification to be nade on forns furnished or prescribed by the
Depart nment .

ELECTI ON & | NSTALLATI ON

Section 4. Post el ections and installations wll be
schedul ed far enough in advance to enable the new officers
adequate tinme to organize prior to assumng their responsibilities
i medi ately upon their installation, provided that no installation
shall be held before May 15 nor after July 15.

POST- AT- LARGE

Section 5. There shall be maintained in the Departnent of
Virginia one Post-at-Large, which shall be known as Raynond
E. Mxie Post No. 141, and notw thstandi ng any other

provisions of this Constitution said Post shall not be required
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to have any specified nunber of nmenbers in order to retain
its charter, nor shall it be entitled to vote in a District or
Depart ment Conventi on. Any eligible veteran nmay becone a
menber of the Post-at-Large upon witten application and the
paynent of Departnment and National per capita dues plus an
anount fixed by the Departnent I|nternal Affairs Commttee.
Oficers of the Post shall be an Adjutant; who shall be the
Departnent Adjutant, and a Finance OO ficer, who shal |l be
the Departnment O fice Accountant. After paynent of per capita
menbership dues to Departnent and National Headquarters, al
funds of the said Post shall be transferred annually by the Post
Finance Oficer to the Departnent of Virginia. Current nenbers
of Raynmond E. Maxie Post No. 141, Post-at-Large, may be
considered as new nenbers for the purpose of fulfilling the
requi renent of fifteen nmenbers necessary to charter a new
Anerican Legion Post in the Departnent of Virginia.

Section 6. No Post shall be named after any |iving person.

ARTI CLE X
DI SCI PLI NE OF POST

PENALTY GROUNDS

Section 1. The Departnent Executive Commttee, pursuant to
ARTICLE Il of the National Bylaws, may suspend, cancel or
revoke a Post charter. The action taken by the Departnment Exe-
cutive Commttee shall be final and concl usive unl ess an appeal
is taken to the National Executive Commttee within thirty (30)
days fromthe date of said suspension, cancellation or revoca-
tion. The Departnent Executive Committee shall have full power
and authority to provide for the governnment and adm ni stration
of the Post during the period of any suspension under this
section.

Section 2. Any suspension, cancellation or revocation of a
Post charter pursuant to this ARTICLE shall be acconplished in
strict accordance with the provisions of the "Uniform Code of
Procedure” for the Revocation, Cancellation or Suspension of
Post Charters pronul gated by the National organization of the
Anmeri can Legi on.

ARTI CLE XI.
DI SCI PLI NE OF MEMBERS
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GROUNDS

Section 1. Any nmenber who violates the National or Depart-
ment Constitution, or who, in the opinion of the Post of
which he is a nenber, has been guilty of conduct unbecom ng a
menber of The Anmerican Legion shall be expelled or otherw se
suitably punished after notice and upon hearing by any such
Post in accordance wth the provisions of ARTICLE IV of the
Byl aws.

ARTICLE XII.
DUES

DEPARTMENT REVENUE

Section 1. The revenue of this Departnent shall be derived
from annual dues of nenbers, and by such other neasures as nay
be determ ned by the Departnent Executive Committee. Each
annual Departnent Convention shall determ ne the anount of
Departnent dues for each succeeding fiscal year, provided,
however, that the annual National dues as deternm ned by the
Nati onal Convention each vyear shall be <collected by the
Posts and paid through Departnment Headquarters to the National
Treasurer, whenever the sane becones due and payabl e.

Section 2. No person shall be considered as a nenber of The
American Legion or have authority to wear the enblem of The
American Legion in this Departnent unl ess his annual Post,
Department and Nati onal dues have been pai d.

Section 3. The failure on the part of any Post for nore than
thirty (30) days to remt Departnent and National dues collected
fromnenbers shall be a cause for the suspension or revocation of
the charter of such Post.

ARTI CLE Xl 11
DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES TO NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON

NUVBER

Section 1. The Delegates and Alternates to represent this
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Depar t ment at the National Convention shall be elected by the
Depart nent Conventi on.

Section 2. Each District will be allowed one (1) Del egate and one
(I') Alternate for each one thousand (1000) nenbers exclusive of
fractional parts, upon nomnation submtted to the Departnent
Convention by each respective District. However, a District with
less than 1000 nenbers is authorized one Delegate and one
Al ternate. Those nomnated shall have indicated affirmatively
they wll attend the National Convention. The D strict Conmander
shall notify the Departnment Adjutant in the event a D strict
has no Delegate or Alternate who will attend the Nationa
Convention prior to the Depart ment Conventi on.

Section 3. The remai ni ng nunber of Del egates and Al ternates
shall be el ected at | arge by the Departnent Convention in
the same manner and at the sanme tinme as the Departnent
of ficers are el ected.

CHAI RVAN OF DELEGATI ON RETI Rl NG COVMANDERS

Section 4. The retiring Department Commander shall be
Chai rman of the Departnent Delegation at the National
Convention, and vacancies in the Departnent Del egation shal

be filled by appointnent by the Chairman of the Del egation to
the National Convention. |In the absence of the retiring
Depart ment Conmander, the Del egates to the said Convention shal
sel ect their own Chairnman.

ARTI CLE XI V.
FI SCAL YEAR

Section 1. The fiscal year of the Departnent shall be July
1 through June 30, of the follow ng year.

ARTI CLE XV.
AVERI CAN LEG ON AUXI LI ARY
Section |. The Anerican Legion, Department of Virginia,
recogni zes an Auxi |l iary Organi zati on to be known as,
"American Legion Auxi | iary, Depart ment of Virginia,

| ncor porated.”
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ELIG BILITY

Section 2. Menbership in the Auxiliary shall be limted to

the nothers, wves, daughters, sisters, granddaughters and

gr eat - gr anddaught ers of nenbers of The Anerican Legion, and

to the nothers, wves, daughters, sisters, granddaughters

and great-granddaughters of those who would have been
eligible for nenbership in The Anerican Legion, but who

have died, and to those wonen who are of their own right
eligible for menbership in The Anerican Legi on.

Section 3. The Auxiliary shall be absolutely non-political
and shall not be wused for the dissem nation of partisan
principles nor for the pronotion of the candi dacy of any
person seeking public office or prefernent.

W DOW UNI TS

Section 4. Each Auxiliary shall be an independent Unit, but
shall be attached to a regularly chartered and active Post
of THE AMERI CAN LEG ON; provided, however, that if such Post
shall lose its charter or otherw se cease to function as an
active Post, its Auxiliary Uni t shal | not t her eby
automatically surrender its <charter, but may continue to
function as a "Wdow Unit". The Auxiliary shall, at all
tines, be subject to regulations by the National or

Depart ment Executive Commttee.

ARTI CLE XVI.

AVENDVENTS
NOTI CE
Section 1. Thi s Constitution may be anmended at any
Depart ment Convention by a vote of two-thirds of the total
representatives thereat, provi ded t hat notice of t he
proposed anendnment shall have been sent out to all Post

Commanders at least thirty (30) days prior to the convening of
t he Departnment Convention; or have been published in the VIRGNA
LEG ONNAI RE at | east ten (10) days prior thereto.
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EFFECTI VE DATE

Section 2. Any anendnment to this Constitution shall
becone effective imediately upon the final adjournnment of

the annual Departnment Convention at which adopted, unless
ot herwi se provided.
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